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(54) Optical element, method of making an optical element, and 3D display 



(57) An optical element (1) is provided for microma- 
niniilHiirrj no polarisation of light. The element may be 
embodied using liquid crystal polymers and suitable 
Hi gnmcni Inyers to provide an array of first regions (A) 



and second regions (8). The first regions (A) rotate the 
polarisation vector of light passing therethrough by first 
angle (0) whereas the second regions (B) rotate the po- 
larisation vector by a different angle (\|/). 
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Description 

The present invention relates to an optical element, 
to a method of making such an optical element, to an 
optical element made by such a method, and to a 3D 5 
display. Such an element may be used as a polarisation 
micro-nnanipulator, for instance in liquid crystal displays. 

Unilorm polarisers i.e. polarisers which provide po- 
larisation of light which is spatially uniform or invariant, 
are well known. The conventional method of making io 
such polarisers for operation at visible wavelengths in- 
volves stretching a sheet of polyvinyl alcohol (PVA) and 
dipping the sheet into iodine or dye to form a sheet with 
polarising properties resulting from the alignment of the 
light-absorbing iodine or dye molecules with the stretch '5 
direction of the PVA. Although such polarisers provide 
very high extinction ratios and are suitable tor many ap- 
plications, they suffer from limitations which prevent or 
make difficult their use in certain applications. For in- 
stance. PVA is a water soluble and fragile material which 20 
must be laminated between more robust layers before 
use. Consequently, although the PVA film may have a 
very small thickness, for instance of about 20 microme- 
ters, the protection layers substantially add to the overall 
thickness, typically to about 100 micrometers. Further, 2S 
iodine has a boiling point of 183 degrees centigrade, 
which makes incorporation inside liquid crystal displays 
(LCD) difficult because of the temperatures involved 
during LCD manufacture. 

A more recent technique for making polarisers is 30 
disclosed in EP 397263 and is based on a liquid crystal 
diacrylate monomer or dimethacrylate monomer and a 
dichroic colorant oriented by contact with a rubbed sur- 
face and then polymerised by exposure to ultraviolet ra- 
diation. Polarisers made by this technique retain their 35 
orientation characteristics up to 350 degrees centigrade 
and survive assembly within a liquid crystal display 

Patterned polarisers, in which different regions 
have different directions of polarisation, are disclosed 
by E H Land, J.Opt. Moc. Am. 30, 230, 1940 and in JP 40 
63-1 58525, US 5.327,285, and US 5.235,449. Such pat- 
terned polarisers can be made using the conventional 
PVA-iodine technique or more recent techniques, for in- 
stance based on polydiacetylene derivative as dis- 
closed in US 5,235,449. Although suitable tor many us- ^5 
es, for instance in three dimensional (3D) stereoscopic 
displays, such patterned polarisers are not ideal be- 
cause the polarisation of transmitted light varies spatial- 
ly. For instance, where it is required that the light from 
such a polariser impinge on an anisotropic device and 50 
the operation of such a device should function with spa- 
tial invariance, such a patterned polariser may not be 
used on its own. 

EP 457607 discloses a uniform optical polarisation 
rotator which rotates the direction of polarisation of light 55 
through a fixed angle i.e. by an angle which is spatially 
invariant. Polarisation rotation is achieved by the use of 
a uniform twisted nematic liquid crystal polymer film 



whose thickness and birefringence are such that guiding 
of the polarisation state takes place due to the Mauguin 
effect across the visible spectrum. Such a rotator is ad- 
vantageous compared with typical half wave retarders 
in that it is effective over a wider bandwidth. However, 
the polarisation rotator disclosed in EP 0 457 607 is not 
patterned and cannot provide polarisation selection. 

Patterned polarisers and patterned retarders are 
disclosed in GB 2286058. GB 1002999, GB 7710784. 
GB 570983, GB 489888. US 5389698. JP 630158525 
and EP 0445629. 

GB 936788 discloses a polariser which is formed 
by means of a dichroic dye oriented by exposure to ul- 
traviolet radiation. 

According to a first aspect of the invention, there is 
provided an optical element as defined in the appended 
Claim 1. 

According to a second aspect of the invention there 
is provided a method as defined in the appended Claim 

7. 

Preferred embodiments of the invention are defined 
in the other appended claims. 

It is thus possible to provide an optical element 
which is capable of use as a polarisatbn micromanipu- 
lator in which different regions provide different angles 
of rotation of polarisation. Such elements are capable 
of being used within LCDs and, in particular, can with- 
stand the temperatures during LCD manufacture. Fur- 
ther, such elements may be sufficiently thin and may be 
incorporated within displays so as to reduce the effects 
of cross talk between picture elements (pixels) so as to 
reduce parallax errors. Such elements can function over 
a relatively wide bandwidth, for instance over the whole 
of the visible bandwidth. Further, it is possible to provide 
optical elements which can present light of uniform or 
spatially invariant polarisation from one side thereof, 
from a spatially variant polarisation distribution on the 
other side thereof, for instance so that such elements 
may be used with or in anisotropic optical devices. 

The invention will be further described, by way of 
example, with reference to the accompanying drawings, 
in which: 

Figure 1 is a diagrammatic view of an optical ele- 
ment constituting a first embodiment of the inven- 
tion; 

Figure 2 is a diagrammatic view of an optical ele- 
ment constituting a second embodiment of the in- 
vention; 

Figure 3 is diagrammatic view of an optical element 
constituting a third embodiment of the invention; 

Figure 4 is a diagrammatic cross sectional view il- 
lustrating a method of making an optical element of 
the type shown in Figure 3; 
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Figure 5 is a diagrammatic view of an optical ele- 
ment constituting a fourth embodiment of the inven- 
tion: 

Figure 6 is a diagrammatic vievtf illustratirig an alter- 
nating mode of operation of the optical element of 
Figure 5; 

Figure 7 illustrates a transmissive 3D stereoscopic 
display using an optical element of the type shown 
in Figure 5; 

Figures illustrates a reflective 3D stereoscopic dis- 
play using an optical element of the type shown in 
Figure 5 operating in the mode illustrated in Figure 
6; and 

Figure 9 Illustrates a 3D autostereoscopic display 
using an optical element in the mode illustrated in 
Figures. 

The optical element shown in Figure 1 comprises a 
liquid crystal polymer patterned polarisation rotator thin 
film element. The element comprises a plurality of re- 
gions A and B (only ono each of which are shown) ar- 
ranged as a regular alternating array such that the re- 
gions A and B alternate vertically and horizontally. The 
rotator 1 has an input face 2 and an output face 3 and 
is made from a liquid crystal polymer which rotates the 
polarisation direction or vector of linearly polarised light 
4. Each of the regions A rotates the polarisation vector 
by an angle 6 whereas each of the regions B rotates the 
polarisation vector by an angle v. 

The element is made from a film of birefringent ma- 
terial having a thickness d and a birefringence An. Those 
regions which rotate the polarisation vector have a twist- 
ed birefringent structure where the total angle of twist is 
4) and, for incident optical radiation having an in vacuo 
wavelength (or maximum wavelength) k, An.d> xtiX/n, 
which is known as the Mauguin condition. Polarisation 
vector rotation is thus performed by the Mauguin effect 
and is achieved over a relatively wide bandwidth for in- 
cident linearly polarised radiation with the polarisation 
vector parallel or perpendicular to the optic axis of the 
birefringent material at the face where the radiation en- 
ters the material. The Mauguin condition is satisfied 
most easily for materials of high birefringence, such as 
liquid crystal malerial. Also, because liquid crystals ori- 
entate in a twisted structure merely by appropriate treat- 
ment of alignment surfaces, fabrication of patterned ro- 
tators is relatively simple, as described hereinafter 

The patterned rotator 1 shown in Figure 2 differs 
from that shown in Figure 1 in that each of the regions 
A rotates the polarisation vector by an angle of +9 
whereas each of the regions B rotates the polarisation 
vector by an angle of -G. Such an arrangement may be 
advantageous in that the operation of the regions A and 
B is substantially the same so that unwanted optical dif- 



ferences, such as viewing angle variations, may be re- 
duced or avoided. 

The patterned rotator 1 shown in Figure 3 differs 
from that shown in Figures 1 and 2 in that each of the 

5 regions A rotates the polarisation vector by an angle of 
+90 degrees whereas each of the regions B rotates the 
polarisation vector by zero angle i.e. provides no or zero 
rotation. The birefringent material in the regions Bof this 
embodiment is thus untwisted. 

10 The method of making a patterned rotator illustrated 
in Figure 4 may be used for any of the rotators 1 shown 
in Figures 1 to 3 but, by way of illustration, is shown for 
the rotator of Figure 3. A patterned alignment layer 10 
is formed on a glass substrate 11 such that the altgn- 

is ment direction of a region 12 is perpendicular to the 
plane of Figure 4 whereas the alignment direction of a 
region 13 is in the plane of the drawing. The regions 12 
and 1 3 for forming the regions A and B of the rotator are 
arranged in a repeating pattern such that the regions 12 

20 and 13 allernale vertically and horizontally. The pat- 
terned alignment layer 10 may be formed by spinning a 
thin layer of polyamide onto the glass substrate 11 and 
rubbing the surface of the layer 10 through a mask to 
produce the desired alignment direction patterning. Al- 

25 ternatively, the layer 1 0 may be formed as a polymer film 
which has been illuminated by linearly polarised light 
through suitable masking. Such linearly photopolymer- 
isable (LPP) layers can be made less than 200 nano- 
metres thick and can be patterned easily using litho- 

30 graphic techniques and linearly polarised ultraviolet 
sources, for instance using the techniques disclosed in 
M. Schadt et al, "Surface-induced parallel alignment of 
liquid crystals by linearly polymerised photopolymers". 
Jpn. J.Appl.Phys. 31.2155. 1992 and in J.L Westetal. 

35 "Polarised UV-exposed polyamide films for liquid crystal 
alignment", SID international symposium digest of tech- 
nical papers, XXVI. 703, 1995. 

A further substrate in the form of a polymer film 14 
is provided with a rubbed polyamide alignment layer 15 

40 having a unifonn or spatially invariant alignment direc- 
tion. A liquid crystal polymer (LCP) 16 is sandwiched 
between the alignment layers 10 and 15. which are ori- 
ented such that the alignment layers have their align- 
ment directions relatively oriented as desired. In the ar- 

45 rangement shown in Figure 4, the alignment direction of 
the layer 15 is parallel to the alignment direction of the 
regions 1 3. The alignment layers 1 0 and 1 5 thus provide 
the required liquid crystal twist angle therebetween. 
Although a uniform alignment layer 1 5 is illustrated. 

50 it is of course possible to provide a second patterned 
alignment layer in which alignment varies spatially 

Once the orientation of the LCP 16 has been 
achieved, this is pcmnancntly fixed. For instance, in the 
case of a LCP which can be fixed by ultraviolet polym- 

55 erisation or ultraviolet cross linking, this may be 
achieved by exposure to ultraviolet light. If a LPP film 
has been used to provide one or both of the alignment 
layers, it may be necessary temporarily to freeze the liq- 
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uid crystal alignment by cooling to the glassy state so 
as to ensure that any change to the LPP on exposure 
to ultraviolet light for fixing the liquid crystal alignment 
does not affect the alignment. However, this may not be 
necessary where the sensitivity of the LPP to ultraviolet s 
light is sufficiently less than that of the ultraviolet polym- 
erisable or cross linkable LCP. 

In order to minimise the thickness of the rotator, for 
instance so as to avoid cross talk between neighbouring 
pixels when the rotator is used within a LCD, the polymer 
film and the alignment layer 15 may be removed after 
fixing of the alignment of the LCP 1 6. The resulting free 
surface of the LCP 16 is then suitable for processing 
substantially in the usual way for LCD fabrication and 
the glass substrate 11 may form one of the substrates '5 
ol the display. 

By adding anisotropic dye molecules to the polari- 
sation rotators described hereinbefore, it is possible to 
produce a combined polarisation micromanipulator and 
such a device is illustrated in Figure 5. In particular, the 20 
miciomanipulator 20 of Figure 5 differs from that of Fig- 
ure 3 by performing patterned rotation and polarisation 
ot incoming unpolarised light. The micromanipulator 20 
ot Fiqure 5 may be made by the method illustrated in 
F iquic 4 merely by adding the anisotropic dye molecules ^5 
to tho LCP 16 before sandwiching between the align- 
mont Inycrs 1 0 and 1 5. 

Voriically polarised light 21 incident on each of the 
forjtonf; A and B is absorbed. Horizontally polarised light 
?? incident on each of the regions A passes through the 30 
fogion and is rotated through an angle determined by 
tho twist of the LCP, for instance by 90 degrees as 
st-own in Figure 5. Horizontally polarised light 23 inci- 
dent on each of the regions B is transmitted without ro- 
iHi ion ol the polarisation vector. Thus, the regions A and 55 
B transmit light ol orthogonal polarisations although the 
polarisation state of the transmitted incident light is hor- 
i^fontal for all of the regions. 

Figure 6 shows the result of illuminating the micro- 
manipulator 20 in the opposite direction compared with ^0 
mat illustrated in Figure 5. In this case, vertically polar- 
ised incident light 24 passes through each of the regions 
A but has the rotation vector rotated by 90 degrees 
whereas honzontally polarised light 25 is absorbed. For 
each of the regions vertically polarised light 26 is ab- 45 
sorbed whereas horizontally polarised light 27 passes 
through the region without rotation of the polarisation 
vector. Thus, output light from the micromanipulator 20 
with light passing in the direction shown in Figure 6 is of 
uniform polarisation but corresponds to orthogonally po- 50 
larised input light. 

It is possible to fabricate the micromanipulator 20 
for use across the whole visible spectrum. For instance, 
with a guest-host dyed liquid crystal diacrylate monomer 
with a 2% black dye concentration, it is possible to 55 
achieve acceptable polarisation extinction ratios. In par- 
ticular, at a wavelength of 550 nanometres, a birefrin- 
gence of 0.2. a layer thickness of 24.7 micrometers and 



an order parameter of 0.7. the ratio of horizontally po- 
larised light passing through the regions A and B of the 
micromanipulator 20 shown in Figure 6 is 1 :959 and for 
vertical polarisation is 569:1. (hatched transmission for 
orthogonal polarisations may be obtained by adding dye 
to the patterned structure shown in Figure 2. In particu- 
lar, for the example given above and for rotation angles 
e ~ ±45 degrees, the ratio of the emergent orthogonal 
polarisations is 872:1 irrespective of whether the inci- 
dent polarisation is vertical or horizontal. 

The micromanipulator 20 may be made in essen- 
tially the same way as the patterned rotators 1 as illus- 
trated in Figure 4. However, to avoid absorption by the 
dye molecules of the ultraviolet light used for curing the 
LCP, the ultraviolet light may be linearly polarised and 
oriented orthogonal to the absorbing direction ot the dye 
molecules, for instance horizontally polarised (polarisa- 
tion vector perpendicular to the plane of the drawing) in 
Figure 4. This is most easily achieved by illuminating 
through the uniform alignment layer 15 (when present). 
Guiding of the ultraviolet light due to the Mauguin effect 
ensures that the whole structure of the LCP is fixed. 

If the micromanipulator 20 is to be used inside a 
LCD, a diffusion barrier layer similar to that used for LCD 
dyo colour filters may bo necessary, although the dye 
molecules are essentially locked into the LCP matrix by 
the ultraviolet fixing. 

Figure 7 illustrates use of the micromanipulator 20 
of Figure 5 with an anisotropic device to form a trans- 
missive 3D stereoscopic display The micromanipulator 
20 including the glass substrate 11 forms one surface 
of the display which further comprises an input linear 
polariser 30, a further glass substrate 31. and a liquid 
crystal layer 32. The liquid crystal layer 32 includes suit- 
able alignment layers and electrode arrangements (not 
shown) such that the layer 32 is pixellated with the pixels 
being aligned with the regions of the micromanipulator 
20. The pixels of the liquid crystal layer 32 aligned with 
the regions A of the micromanipulator 20 display a left 
eye image of a stereoscopic pair whereas the pixels 
aligned with the regions B display the right eye image. 

In use, a source of unpolarised backlight illuminates 
the display through the linear polariser 30. The pixels of 
the liquid crystal layer 32 modulate the transmitted light. 
The regions A of the micromanipulator 20 rotate the po- 
larisation ot output light from the layer 32 such that it is 
polarised in the plane of Figure 7 whereas the regions 
B provide no rotation so thai the polarisation vector ol 
light passing therethrough is perpendicular to the plane 
of Figure 7. 

An observer wears analysing spectacles compris- 
ing a linear polariser 33 in front of the left eye 34 and a 
linear polariser 35 in front of tho right eye 36. Tho linear 
polarisers 33 and 35 have orthogonal polarisation direc- 
tions such that the polariser 33 transmits light polarised 
in the plane ot Figure 7, i.e. from the regions A, while 
blocking the orthogonally polarised light from the re- 
gions B whereas the polariser 35 passes light polarised 
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perpendicularly to the plane of Figure 7, i.e. from the 
regions B. but substantially blocks light from the regions 
A. Thus, the left and right eyes 34 and 36 of the observer 
see the left and right eye images, respectively, whereas 
light from the right and left eye images, respectively, is s 
attenuated by the polarisers 33 and 35, respectively, so 
as to be imperceptible. 

The 3D stereoscopic display shown in Figure 6 dif- 
fers from that shown in Figure 7 in that it operates in the 
reflective mode using unpolarised ambient light. A mir- to 
ror 38 is disposed behind the linear polariser 30 and the 
micromanipulator 20 Is disposed with the orientation il- 
lustrated in Figure 6. 

The regions A block light polarised perpendicular to 
the plane of the drawing while rotating light polarised ^5 
parallel to the plane of the drawing. The regions B block 
light polarised in the plane of the drawing while passing 
light polarised perpendicular to the plane of the drawing 
without rotation. Thus, light entering the liquid crystal 
layer 32 from Ihe micromanipulator 20 is uniformly po- 20 
larised perpendicular to the plane of the drawing. 

With the adjacent pixels of the layer 32 in a first 
state, light passing through the layer 32 is rotated by 90 
degrees, is passed through the linear polariser 30, is re- 
flected by the mirror 38, and passes back through the 2S 
polariser 30 and the layer 32 with rotation of the polari- 
sation vector. Thus, these pixels appear bright. Pixels 
in the other state pass the light without rotation of the 
polarisation vector. Such light is absorbed by the linear 
polariser 30. The regions A rotate the polarisation vector 30 
by 90 degrees whereas the regions B pass the light with- 
out rotation of the polarisation vector. Thus, light from 
the regions A Is polarised such that it passes through 
the linear polariser 35 to the right eye 36 of an observer 
whereas orthogonally polarised light from the regions B 35 
is blocked by the polariser 35. Similarly, light from the 
regions B passes through the polariser 33 to the eye 34 
of the observer whereas orthogonally polarised light 
from the regions A is blocked by the polariser 33. 

Figure 9 illustrates a transmlssive 3D autostereo- 40 
scopic display of a type disclosed in EP 0721132. The 
display of Figure 9 comprises the glass substrate 1 1 , the 
micromanipulator 20. the liquid crystal layer 32, the 
glass substrate 31 . and the linear polariser 30 as shown 
in Figure 7 but with light passing through this arrange- 45 
ment in the opposite direction. Light sources 40 and 41 
are disposed behind linear polarisers 42 and 43, respec- 
tively, wilh orthogonal polarisation directions. A lens 44 
Images light from the souices 40 and 41 through the dis- 
play arrangement at viewing windows for the left and 50 
right eyes 34 and 36. respectively. The regions A of the 
micromanipulator 20 pass light from the light source 40 
and the linear polariser 42 while substantially blocking 
light from the light source 41 and linear polariser 43. 
Conversely, the regions B of the micromanipulator 20 55 
pass light from the light source 41 and the linear polar- 
iser 43 while blocking light from the light source 40 and 
the linear polariser 42 The regions A rotate the polari- 



sation vector of the tight from the light source 40 and the 
linear polariser 42 so that light entering the liquid crystal 
layer 32 has a constant polarisation vector. The pixels 
adjacent the regions A of the micromanipulator 20 dis- 
play a left eye image whereas the regions B display a 
right eye image. When the eyes 34 and 36 of an observ- 
er are located in the left and right viewing windows, re- 
spectively, the observer sees a 3D image without having 
to wear any viewing aids, such as the polarising spec- 
tacles comprising the linear polarisers 33 and 35 shown 
in Figures 7 and 8. 

Although the elements shown in the accompanying 
drawings have regions A and B of the same size and 
shape arranged in a regular pattern, any other desired 
arrangement may be provided. Thus, the regions A and 
B can be of different shapes and sizes and may be ar- 
ranged in any desired pattern In accordance with the ap- 
plication. 

For optical elements of the type shown in Figures 1 
to 3 which do not include the polarisation funcUon, inci- 
dent light should be polarised with the polarisation vec- 
tor parallel or perpendicular to the LCP director. In these 
circumstances, the element functions as a pure rotator 
of wide bandwidth. Other orientations of the polarisation 
vector with respect to the LCP director alignment will re- 
sult in the element displaying retarding effects so that 
the full advantage of wide optical bandwidth rotation will 
not be achieved. 

It is thus possible to provide an optical element 
which may be used with an anisotropic optical device 
whose functionality depends upon the polarisation state 
of the light with which it is illuminated. The use of a thin 
film optical element which can micro-manipulate the po- 
larisation state of light can improve or extend the appli- 
cations of such anisotropic devices. 



Claims 

1. A patterned polarisation-rotating optical element 
characterised by comprising a layer (16) of birefrin- 
gent material having a thickness d and birefrin- 
gence An, the layer (1 6) comprising at least one first 
region (A) and at least one second region (B), the 
or each of at least one of the first and second re- 
gions (A, B) comprising twisted biref ringent material 
having a fixed twist angle 0 such that An.d> >^Uk, 
where X is the wavelength in vacuum of optical ra- 
diation, so that the or each first region (A) provides 
a first fixed angle of rotation of polarisation of light 
and the or each second. region (B) provides a sec- 
ond fixed angle of rotation of polarisation of light, 
the second angle being different from the first angle, 

2. An element as claimed in Claim 1 . characterised in 
that the second angle is substantially equal to zero. 

3. An element as claimed in Claim 1 or 2, character- 
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ised in that the first angle is substantially equal to 
90 degrees. 

4. An element as claimed in Claim 1 . characterised in 
that the first angle is equal to +0 degrees and the 
second angle is substantially equal to -6 degrees. 

5. An element as claimed in any one of the preceding 
claims, characterised in that the biref ringent mate- 
rial is a liquid crystal polymer. 

6. An element as claimed in Claim 5, characterised in 
that the I iqu id crystal polymer includes an anisotrop- 
ic dye. 

7. A method of making a patterned polarisation -rotat- 
ing optical element, comprising forming a layer (16) 
of birefringent material having a thickness d and a 
birefringence An, the layer (16) comprising at least 
one first region (A) and at least one second region 
(B), and providing in the birefringent material of the 
or each of at least one of the first and second region 
(A, B) a fixed twist angle (f) such that An.d> >^7Jn, 
where X is the wavelength in vacuum of optical ra- 
diation, so that the or each first region (A) provides 
a first fixed angle of rotation of polarisation of light 
and the or each second region (B) provides a sec- 
ond fixed angle of rotation of polarisation of light, 
the second angle being different from the first angle. 

8. A method as claimed in Claim 7, characterised by 
disposing a liquid crystal between first and second 
alignment layers (10,15). 

9. A method as claimed in Claim 8, in which the first 
alignment layer (1 5) has a uniform alignment direc- 
tion and the second alignment layer (10) has a spa- 
tially varying alignment direction. 
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14. A method as claimed in Claim 13, characterised in 
that the linearly polarised light is linearly polarised 
ultraviolet light. 

15. A method as claimed in any one of Claims 1 2 to 1 4, 
when dependent on Claim 10, characterised in that 
the fixing of the liquid crystal alignment is performed 
by exposure to light. 

16. A method as claimed in Claim 15, characterised in 
that the exposure to light comprises exposure to ul- 
traviolet light. 

17. A method as claimed in Claim 15 or 16. character- 
ised in that the liquid crystal is cooled so as to freeze 
the alignment thereof before the fixing. 

18. A method as claimed in any one of Claims 8 to 17, 
characterised in that the liquid crystal includes an 
anisotropic dye. 

19. A method as claimed in Claim 18 when dependent 
on Claims 15 or 16, characterised in that the fixing 
of the liquid crystal alignment is performed by ex- 
posure to light polarised substantially perpendicu- 
larly to the direction of dye molecules of the aniso- 
tropic dye. 

20. An optical element made by a method as claimed 
in any one of Claims 7 to 1 9. 

21. A 3D display characterised by including an optical 
element as claimed in any one of Claims 1 to 6 and 
20. 



10. A method as claimed in Claim 8 or 9, characterised 
by fixing the alignment of the liquid crystal. 
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11. A method as claimed in Claim 10, characterised by 
removing at least one (15) of the first and second 
alignment layers (10, 15) after fixing the alignment 
of the liquid crystal. 

12. A method as claimed in any one of Claims 8 to 11. 
characterised in that at least one of the first and sec- 
ond alignment layers (10. 15) is a linearly photopol- 
ymerisable layer. 
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13. A method as claimed in Claim 12, characterised in 
that before disposing the liquid crystal between the 
first and second alignment layers (10. 15), the or 
each linearly photopolymerisable layer (10. 15) is 
exposed to linearly polarised light. 
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